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It is with a deep sense of humility that this weekend I was part of a 
historic virtual event focusing on the life of the late ANC President, 
Inkosi Albert John Mvumbi Luthuli. 
 
President Luthuli, the first African Recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize 
touched each individual at their very core – from world leaders to 
ordinary citizens - sworn enemies to acquaintances. 
Importantly, the event marking his acceptance of the Nobel Peace 
Prize in Oslo, Norway brought together, under one roof world leaders. 
His speech sparked an international conversation about the story of 
South Africa, in particular the oppression of the majority of indigenous 
people by an illegitimate apartheid government. Decades after his 
departure, he has kept the world firmly focused on South Africa – our 
South Africa. 
 
This is the leader whom we all came to know. How lucky we are to 
have been blessed with such a gift. 
What is even more exciting is that hosting this memorial lecture 
through a Webinar put KwaZulu-Natal firmly on the global map. 
Thousands of social media enthusiasts, bloggers, high profile 
international guests and diplomats followed the proceedings through 
various media platform. 
 
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, we see evidence of how the world 
is evolving into one global village with the need for the sharing of 
information virtually growing at a rapid pace. With this in mind, as the 
provincial government we are emphasizing the need to combine the 
conventional marketing instruments with the modern marketing tools 
brought about by COVID-19. 
 
Through virtual tours and webinars, we want KZN to stay on the 
information superhighway and ensure that the province’s strong 
features are known by the global community.There is no shadow of 
doubt that the global marketing exposure we have received through 
the hosting of this Memorial Lecture will boost the tourism industry. 
 
Notwithstanding the topics for discussion, I need to highlight this 
because the tourism sector and many other sectors suffered job 
losses as a result of COVID-19. This is the period in which we are 
putting in place measures to save jobs in this sector. We also want to 



fast-track the entry of women into tourism as owners of tourism 
products and facilities across the province. 
 
Indeed, KZN has unique features, one of which being home to the 
first President of the African National Congress Rev John 
Langalibalele Dube. Importantly, we are proud to be the home of the 
first African recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize – Inkosi Albert Luthuli. 
Programme Director, the big question is - what then would Inkosi 
Albert Luthuli say to us today? 
 
With the outbreak of COVID-19, the world stands on the brink of a 
technological revolution that has altered its current socio-economic 
and industrial, landscape. We are seeing a fundamental shift in how 
we produce, consume and relate to one another.  
Inkosi Albert Luthuli would have said, women must not be left behind 
in this technological change and the emergence of new trends. 
Critically, Inkosi Albert Luthuli would have suggested and supported 
the use of cutting edge technology to fight gender based violence and 
to ensure gender equality. 
 
In her keynote address, Dr Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, the United 
Nations Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of UN 
Women reflected on the gender based violence and articulated what 
needs to be done to ensure gender equality. 
 
According to the statistics released by Police Minister - more than 42 
289 people were raped in South Africa during the 2019/20 financial 
year. The statistics show that three KZN towns are in the top 5 - with 
Inanda being the rape capital for the second year in a row. 
Perhaps, we need to focus briefly on the issue of using technology to 
fight gender based violence. It is important to note that KZN 
government has partnered with the private sector and stakeholders in 
the liquor, gaming and betting industry to install CCTV cameras in 
taverns, nightclubs, in our streets, workplaces, recreational centres 
and other places as part of efforts to turn around the situation. 
This partnership started towards the end of last year during the 16 
Days of Activism for no Violence Against Women and Children. To 
date, we have had successful negotiations with companies such as 
Vodacom to ensure Wi-Fi operated CCTV cameras that identify 
criminals through face recognition technology. We have said, we 



need to use technology such as biometrics to identify criminals before 
they commit their next crime. 
 
In addition, we are working with the private sector to distribute of 
Apps such as Namola. This app enables women to share their GPS 
coordinates with the police, community groups and private security. 
With this technology, they can share information with law 
enforcement agencies with just a press of a button so they can 
respond instantly. 
 
Emergency responders can then be directed to the user along the 
fastest, least congested route. In the process, this will massively 
reduce the time taken to arrive to save a woman in distress. I believe 
that the tighter the connectivity between women and law enforcement 
agencies, the harder it will become for women abusers to cause 
injury, loss, pain and suffering and the safer we women will feel. 
Today there are phone with cameras everywhere and more people 
are connected to the internet. We are saying women can film any 
form of abuse and attack they suffer using their cell-phones. This is 
what I call accountability in high definition.  As women we must fight 
back using technology. 
 
In addition - with an increasing incidents of abuse of women by their 
partners and those who are known to them, there is absolutely 
nothing wrong in exposing bad behaviour and sharing such widely for 
others to see. The perpetrators must be named and shamed. 
As inspired by the 4th Industrial Revolution, we now have the Internet 
of Things, robotics, artificial intelligence and 3D printing.  I have no 
doubt that Inkosi Albert Luthuli, would have ensured that as part of 
women empowerment, women owned Co-operatives and SMMEs are 
given access to the Digital Economy. 
 
Inkosi Luthuli, would have emphasized that the ANC-led government 
across all spheres, must remove the red tape and ensure that our 
procurement system supports  women owned business in order to 
reignite socio-economic development. 
By-and-Large, the digital economy, in its entirety, provides endless 
opportunities for women economic empowerment. Following the 
outbreak of COVID-19, it is not easy to imagine the next 30 years 
without the effective use of technology in our everyday lives. 



However, I am saying if girls and women in particular, do not have 
access or control over and full use of technology, they will simply be 
left behind. Inkosi Albert Luthuli would have been against this. When 
we talk about our target of ensuring that 80% of the people of this 
province have affordable internet, Inkosi Albert Luthuli would have 
said women owned SMMEs and Co-operatives must be involved in 
the rollout of broadband infrastructure. 
 
 
 
Ends.  
 
 
 
 
	  
	  


